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VOLUNTEER CONNECTION 
THE NETWORK VOLUNTEER CENTER MONTHLY NEWSLETTER February, 2018  

Serving the City of Las Cruces for over 40 years! 
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Once again, our Eastside Crochet team of volunteers came 

through with their annual donations of crocheted items to give to 

area community organizations and people in need. 

In 2017, the Eastside Crochet volunteers donated 153 total items 

including 112 lap blankets, as well as ponchos, scarves, hats, 

sweaters, baby shoes and dresses for adults and children around 

the community.  Their items were donated to Ambercare Hospice, 

Good Samaritan Nursing Unit, Gospel Rescue Mission, La Casa, 

Inc. and Peace Lutheran Church for use in their ministry to refugee 

and asylum seekers.   

We are proud of the continued commitment the crochet volunteers 

make to teaching the art of crafting and crocheting to newcomers 

and for making incredible products to share with the community.  Thank you for this commitment! 

If you are interested in learning how to crochet, or already know how to and are looking to do so in 

a more social environment, the Eastside Crochet Volunteers meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 

the Eastside Center, 310 N. Tornillo, from 9:00-11:00.  They are always looking for new volunteers 

to join their group, as well as donations of new or gently used yarn of all different colors and kinds! 

In This Issue 

¶ Volunteer Appreciation 

¶ Que Pasa?/Whatôs 

Happening?ðLCFD Paul 

Ford Guest Speaker 

¶ Special Garden Workshop 

¶ Volunteer Opportunities 

¶ Food Distributions 

¶ RAAD Book Drive 

¶ Volunteer Fair 

L to R: Crochet volunteers 

Twila Croom, Michelle 

Northrup, Inocencia Romero, 

and Maria Palacios are just 

some of the crochet volunteers 

who meet at the Eastside 

Center every Tuesday and 

Thursday.  Here they are 

showcasing their current 

projects. 
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Volunteer Happenings 
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Special Garden Presentation 

Master Gardener and Munson Center Community Garden Volunteer, Darrol Shillingburg 

will be providing a special workshop on Spring Food GardeningðHow to Start a Cold 

Season Food Garden.  The lecture will be held on Thursday, February 22nd; 3:00-4:30 

pm at the Munson Senior Center, Meeting Room 1, with a garden demonstration 

held at the Munson Center Community Garden (On north side of building) held on 

Saturday, February 24th, 1000-11:30 am.  Both parts of the presentation are free to 

the public, no reservations required.  This event is sponsored by Munson Senior Center 

and Community Garden, and the Do¶a Ana Extension Master Gardeners. 

 Special thanks to Dave Lynch, President of our local AARP 

chapter who came to talk to the Munson Senior Center with 

the AARP presentation: Disrupt Aging.  Participants chal-

lenged some of the negative perceptions of aging in this up-

lifting presentation.  Mr. Lynch also gave the Munson Center 

Library a copy of Disrupt Aging: A Bold New Path to Living 

Your Best Life at Every Age, by AARP CEO Jo Ann Jenkins.  

Also special thanks to our Network Volunteers, Jennifer 

Thurston and Daniel Gonzales who help to put these Que 

Pasa events together.   

We will continue to offer the Que Pasa educational presenta-

tions on a monthly basis.  Our next presenter will be Paul 

Ford of the Las Cruces Fire Department will be discussing fall 

prevention and fire safety at Munson on Tuesday, February 

27th at 10:00 am.  Come join us! 
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The Network Volunteer Center 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIESðWe have lots of places who have been waiting for a volunteer like you!  Contact  

Ryan Steinmetz at rsteinmetz@las-cruces.org or 528-3035 to schedule a time to discuss volunteer possibilities 

and to sign up for a volunteer orientation. 

Codes EnforcementðSenior Programs is developing a partnership with Codes Enforcement and is looking for groups 

of volunteers interested in helping with yard maintenance projects to help seniors in need.  Tuesdays and 

Fridays are available.  There are a lot of seniors waiting on this list so this is a Priority Need! 

Juvenile Citation ProgramðOffice Volunteers and tutors/mentors are needed for this important program working with 

youth in our community.   

MuseumsðAll MuseumsðThere is a huge need for greeters, tour guides, docents, and receptionists for these 

museums, and on weekends in particular.  Museum volunteers are also especially needed for the afternoon hours. 

 Museum of Nature and ScienceðVolunteers are needed to help take care of the animals in their collectionð

feeding, cleaning aquariums, etc. 

 Railroad MuseumðVolunteers are especially needed on Saturdays!   

Rio Grande Theater:  Front Desk VolunteersðVolunteers are needed every day to help with coving shifts at the 

information desk at the theater. 

Parks and Recreation 

 Tree Steward VolunteersðParks and Recreation will be putting together a team of Tree Stewards for the spring.  

Tree Stewards learn about caring for trees and have the opportunity to care for trees in their neighborhood and 

plant trees in specific areas throughout the year. 

Senior Programs: General 

 GreetersðVolunteers are needed to help welcome our guests at the Munson Center to various programming 

activities held in the building.  Tasks include checking in on groups to see if they need anything, tracking 

participation in various activities, and garnering feedback for Senior Programs. 

 Quilting and Crochet Volunteer GroupsðWant to learn how to quilt or crochet and help the community with the 

items you make?  These groups are for you! 

 GardenersðThe Munson Center Community Garden is in need of new volunteers!  We meet once a month for 

meetings and of course spend time in the garden. Donôt know much about gardens; thatôs ok, weôll teach ya! 

Senior Programs: Nutrition and Meals 

Dining Room Aides Papen, Benavidez, and Eastside CentersðVolunteers are needed to help at the centers 

serving meals and helping with clean-up of tables, especially Thursday and Friday. 

Kitchen AideðNeeded one day a week at Sage Caf®.   

Food Distribution SitesðThe Network Volunteer Center still needs volunteers for the monthly food distributions.   

Bulletin Board DecoratorsðVolunteers are needed to help with decorating the bulletin board each month at the 

Senior Centers.  The bulletin board usually displays important information and  acknowledges those celebrating 

birthdays for that month.  Volunteers can be responsible for just one center or multiple centers. 
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Volunteer Opportunities for February 2018 Continued 

Thomas Branigan Memorial Library 

 Shelf-cleaning CrewðVolunteers are needed for cleaning books and shelves at the library on a continu-

ous basis.  A variety of shifts available.   

After-School Programs and Weed and Seed 

Tutor/Activity SupportðWorking on tutoring and other programming with area youth through Weed and 

Seed , especially needed for summer hours. 

MentorðWorking one-on-one with a youth matched with you through the Weed and Seed program 

Network Volunteer Center 

 Outreach VolunteersðVolunteers are needed to help with outreach sessions at the Farmerôs Market 

as well as other tablings throughout the city. 

 Volunteer Fair Steering CommitteeðThe Network Volunteer Center is developing its steering com-

mittee to put on the annual Volunteer Fair in April of 2018.  Volunteers are needed for the Logistics, 

Hospitality, PR/Marketing, and Registration teams.  Meetings are monthly with a few action items 

Other Community Opportunities 

AARP and Community Action Agency of Southern NMðLooking for volunteer tax preparers to help with 

a service provided by the two agencies each year offering free tax services for people in need.  Three lev-

els of volunteers needed: Tax Preparers who help prepare federal and state income tax returns for resi-

dents in Las Cruces and Southern New Mexico; Intake/Interview Volunteers who gather basic information 

about clients and make sure they have all documents necessary to prepare their tax returns; and Greeters 

who welcome clients and establish the order in which clients will be assisted.  Previous tax experience is 

welcome, but not necessary.  Contact Paul Mach at machbelyan@gmail.com or 586-601-6378 if interested.   

City of Las Cruces Tree Steward ProgramðAre you interested in conservation projects and volunteering 

outdoors?  Do you want to learn about how to care for trees in our community and even in your own back-

yard?  The Tree Steward Program might be just for you!  Parks and Recreation will be starting a new crew 

of volunteers for the spring to be a part of the Tree Steward Program.  The program requires several hours 

of training around tree education, pruning, etc. and a commitment to care for and plant trees in our commu-

nity.  Contact the Network Volunteer Center for information.  The next crew starts on February 8th, so there 

is still time to apply! 

Community of Hope is looking for some much needed volunteers to help cover the reception desk, 

serve in the donation room, and help with general needs around the facility.  Are you interested?  Commu-

nity of Hope serves the homeless population here in Las Cruces by connecting clients with case manage-

ment and housing and helping people to get back on their feet.  If youôre interested in this kind of work, we 

could  
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¶Food DistributionðOur monthly Food Distributions are going great at all five of our 

centers!  Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped make this program a 

success.  We can always use more volunteers!  Here are the upcoming dates in 

February.  As always, we thank our partnersðCasa de 

Peregrinos and Roadrunner Food Bankðfor making this 

program possible. 

Feb. 1st   Papen Center   301 W. Bell Ave.   1st Thursday 

Feb. 2nd  Benavidez Center 1045 McClure Rd.  1st Friday  

Feb. 5th   Sage Caf®     6121 Reynolds Dr.  1st Monday 

Feb. 26th  Eastside Center  310 N. Tornillo St.  4th Monday 

Feb. 28th  Munson Center  975 S. Mesquite St.  4th Wednesday 

Food Distributions for November 

March 1, 2018ðDo¶a Ana Reads Across America 

The Network Volunteer Center will once again be 

involved with the Do¶a Ana Reads Across America 

program, which will be taking place this year on 

Thursday, March 1.  This program commemorates 

Dr. Seussôs birthday by honoring his contribution to 

American childrenôs literacy through reading to 3rd 

graders at schools around Do¶a Ana County.  Last 

year, Network Volunteers helped to read to 11 

different classrooms in Las Cruces.   

If you are interested in participating in this yearôs 

event, please contact the Network office at 

rsteinmetz@las-cruces.org or via phone at 575-635-

9455.  We are already thankful for Royce Sumayo 

of the Burrell School for Osteopathic Medicine for 

reaching out again this year to be involved.  Also, we will be collecting new or very gently 

used books to give to the schools.  They could be Dr. Seuss books or other age 

appropriate books.  Please bring books for donation to the Network Volunteer Office 

located at the Munson Senior Center, 975 S. Mesquite St. 




